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Dear Sirs,

My name is Christopher Weston and I run an accountancy practice in St. Lawrence Ramsgate Kent.  I
support the reopening of Manston Airport for the following reasons:

1. The economy of Thanet is in a very poor state, probably level with that of the North East of
England.  We have lost many industries, which have not been replaced.  The Pfizer exit was
particularly painful.  Airports are capable of supporting numerous jobs with other airport related
businesses being created.

2.  Whist previous ventures have failed, these operations were based on passengers,  River Oak
intend to concentrate on freight, followed by engineering, and then passengers.

3.  The freight operation is in a prime location to  take some pressure away from Heathrow and
Gatwick Airports, which may help to ease their saturation.  There are several examples of very
successful freight only airports around the world.

4.  Our offices are underneath the flight path.  Whilst the airport was in operation, we rarely heard the
aircraft as the types being used were very quiet.  Manston is perfectly located for incoming/outgoing
aircraft.  Being on the edge of Kent take off and landings are mainly over the sea.

5.  River Oak is the only organisation who is prepared to invest in Manston, and should be given the
opportunity to exploit it's potential and bring some prosperity to a very deprived area.  Moreover,
airfreight will only increase not decrease.

6.  Manston has been an airport for almost 100 years and is the third longest runway in the country. 
There is ample room for expansion and development.  It has also been used as a major diversion
airport.  Owing to the lack of infrastructure and utilities it is most unsuitable for housing development. 
Without the airport there is little employment opportunities to support any development. 

7. Thanet has a major asset being 270 degrees of coast. Pollution would be minimal.
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